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THIS MONTH' S PROGRAM
THE BIRDS OF TAIWAN

LEE HUNG, a native of Taiwan, will
present her slide show entitled "Birds
of Taiwan".

Although Lee has been in +the United
States for thirteen years, she returns
on a regular basis to her homeland,
where she updates her presentation and
presents programs on California birds!

She comes to us charged with enthusiasm,
new slides and fresh insights from the
latest of these cultura'! exchange visits
to her mother country.

Come to the meeting and experience the
thrill of seeing the birds and habitats
of this rapidly changing neighbor nation
of the Pacific Rim.

|l XT MONTH® & PROGRAM

May program will feature Ms. Kathryn
A Smith—-Penner, last year's recipient
of the Sequoia Audubon Campership Award.
Ms. Smith-Penner, a blology teacher at
Sequoia High School in Redwood City,
will tell us about and illustrate her
experiences as an Audubon camper.

NOMINATING COMMI TTEE
President Kypta has appointed and the

SAS Board has appraoved the members of
the 1988 Nominating Committee.

Rick Baird, Chairman 574-1067
Nick Coiro 349-1834
Janet Duerr 689-0788

Those who wish to place the names of any
menmbers in nomination for the offices of
President, Vice-president, Secretary and
Treasurer or for the Board of Directors
are asked to contact any of the members
of the Committee.

CIRCULATION EDITOR

Sequoia Audubon Society needs a volun-
teer to serve as Circulation Editor. The
duties are: assembling the circulation
staff, and then collating, folding and
addressing the NEEDLES on one day each
month.

'i President Linda Kypta (591-90%53)
- details or to volunteer.

PESCADERO MARSH PRESERVATION

KIMBERLY RICHER

The 1976 Coastal Act established policies for preservation
of ecosystems that have not already been destroyed. This
has affected may local areas, including Pescadero Marsh,
located halfway Dbetween Santa Cruz and Half Moon Bay on
Highway One. Efforts are being made to stop the destruction
of the ecosystem resulting from a lack of drainage caused by
agriculture, grazing and logging.

Marshes provide sustenance for many different species. The
lack of drainage in the marsh has caused a decrease in popu-
lation for many of these. Most strongly affected are king
salmon and the birds that feed upon them. The salmon are
hatched in the freshwater stream and migrate to the sea once
they have reached a size which enable them to avoid many
predators. Once mature, 2 to 8 years later, they return to
the same stream to spawn and die. The lack of drainage has
caused the salmon population to fall by not allowing the
fish to +travel upstream from the ocean to spawn and not
allowing the immature fish to travel downstream to the ocean
which they need to survive. As the population of salmon
falls, so do the populations of grebes and herons which feed
on the salmon. Many other fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles,
mammals and insects have also suffered a reduction in
survival due to loss of habitat and food sources.
(Continued on Page Four)
PESCADERO MARSH DOCENT
PROGRAM 1IN TROURLE

In an unexpected unilateral action the California Department
of Parks and Recreation announced it was taking sole charge
of the Pescadero Marsh docent program. After thanking the
Pescadero Marsh Interpretive Association (PMIA) for its
efforts in developing and creating the program, State Parks
ordered the Association to cease any further efforts in this
area and called for major changes in the by-laws of the
Assoclation.

The anncouncement, given at PMIA's February meeting, came
with no indication of dissatisfaction on the part of the
Department, and caught the PMIA board by surprise.

Board Members who could be reached for comment expressed
various degrees of outrage and violation over the move by
the state and the manner in which the action was taken.

One PMIA board member commented, "I think we'’ve been caught
in some kind of power struggle which we don't fully under-—
stand. It would appear that we are victims of a much larger
battle that 1s Dbeing fought for control of +the highly
successful Afio Nuevo program.”

The Association which had devoted most of its efforts in the

last two years to the creation of the program had - with the

assistance of a grant from Sequoia Audubon - commissioned

and assembled training materials and arranged for a full
(Continued on Page Four)
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CALENDAR

APRIL 1988
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

APRIL 10 VWADDELL CREEK FIELD TRIP. This area lying south
SUNDAY and east of Aflo Nuevo State Reserve has a variety

of habitat that should be attractive to migrating
species. Our leader is acquainted with the area as a birder
and a surfer and patrols it regularly as part of his duties

with State Parks. Ve will meet at 9:00

AM in the parking
lot of Aflo Nuevo State Reserve.

The trip breaks up at noon.
LEADER GARY STRACHAYN
APRIL 14 SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING. Ms. Lee
THURSDAY Hung, a native of Taiwan, will present a slide

show entitled "BIRDS OF TAIWAN". See Page One for

further details. At the San Mateo Garden Center on the

Alameda at Parkside. Social Mixer at 7:30 P.M., with the
General Meeting beginning at 8:00.

APRIL 16 BAY AREA AUDUBON COUNCIL MEETING at the Hayward
SATURDAY Regional Shoreline Interpretive Center. Sponsored

and hosted by Sequoia Audubon.
at 10 AM with refreshemts at 9:30. ALL AUDUBON MEMBERS ARE
WELCOME. To get there take the first exit after crossing
the San Mateo Bridge, turn north and follow the signs back
to the Interpretive Center.

The meetings begin

APRIL 17 MINES ROAD FIELD TRIP.
SUNDAY isolated valley

An auto caravan through an
where relict populations of birds

linger on. Phainopepla, Lewis' woodpecker, Law-
cenoce's-goldfinch, golden-eagle and prairie falceon are near
certainty while roadrunner, wood duck, wild turkey, Costa's
hummingbirds, rufous-crowned, sage and grasshopper sparrows
are likely. Yet, despite its seeming isolation, you will
never be more than 45 minutes away from either Livermore or
Interstate 5. This is an all-day trip, ending at dusk, so
bring lunch and 1liquids. Dress 1in layers as temperature is
highly variable. Service stations and restroom facilities
are limited sa be prepared. To get there, cross the San
Mateo Bridge and follow the signs to I-580. Stay on 580
about 23 miles to the N. Livermore Ave. exit. Turn right at
the exit and follow Livermore Ave, through the center of
town. We'll meet at the Nob Hill shopping center on the left
approximately /> mile beyond the center of town and leave
there promptly at 8:30 A.M. Late-comers will catch up if
they continue on S. Livermore Ave. until it becomes Tesla
Rd. and take a right on Mines Road less than a mile from the
meeting place. . ’

LEADER CLIFF RICHER 355-4058
May 1988
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 18 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
290 30 31
MAY 5 SAS BOARD MEETING. 7:30 P.M., Meeting place to be
THURSDAY announced. ALL MEMBERS ARE VWELCOME.
MAY 12 SAS GENERAL MEETING at the San Mateo Garden Center
THURSDAY on the Alameda at Parkside. Social Mixer at 7:30

P. M, General Meeting begins at 8:00, See next

month's NEEDLES for further details,
(Continued on Page Three)
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ARIZONA TRIP

Maryann Danielson & Jean-Marie Spoelman
will 1lead a ten day birding +trip
Southeastern Arizona. In this famo
birding area, mountain ranges rise abov
the surrounding grasslands and desert,
resulting in an outstanding diversity of
birds. Birding areas will include the
Chiricahua and Huachuca Mountains,
Madera Canyon and Patagonia.

In 1986, +this trip produced 161 species
including such birds as the Mississippti
kite, elf and whiskered owls, rose—
throated becard, thick-billed kingbird,
buff-breasted flycatcher, olive, red-
faced & Grace's warblers, eight species
of hummingbirds and the elegant trogon.

The trip fee of $600 -includes 9 nights
in motels. Food and air fares to Tucson
are not included. Ground transportation
expenses by van will be shared. For a
detailed {tinerary or for additional
information, call Maryann Danlelson at
(415) 325-9349. The trip is limited to
10 participants.

NEW MONTEREY RARE
BIRD ALLERT NUMBER

The Monterey Rare Bird Alert has a new
telephone number -- (408> 375-2122.

SUMMER CLASSES
AT YUBA PASS

The Sierra Nevada Field Campus of San
Francisco State University 1s located o
the North Fork of the Yuba River ju
east of Sierra City in Yuba Pass in t
foothills of the Sierra Buttes. A ful
schedule of college credit courses in
anthropology, astronomy, biology, educa-
tion and geology courses is available
from June 6 through August 13, Two of
particular interest to Audubon members
are:

BIO 315B: BEHAVIOR OF BIRDS — June 6-10:
How are birds adapted to be waders,
divers, tree~trunk and aerial foragers?
How do birds communicate visually and
acoustically? A tremendous variety of
birds, playback experiments in the field
and slide lectures provide exceptional
opportunities to examine these questions
with Dr. Luls Baptista of the California
Academy of Science.

BIO 315C: BIRDS OF THE SIERRA NEVADA -
June 13-17: Become intimate with the
diverse avifauna of the Yuba Pass/Sierra
Valley area -—- from nesting sand-hilled
cranes to black-backed woodpeckers. Dave
Shuford, Point Reyes Bird Observatory
biologist and naturalist will teach this
course on the identification, natural
history and ecology of Sierran, marsh
and Great Basin birds.

For further information please write:
Sierra Nevada Field Campus
San Francisco State Unilversity
School of Science .
1600 Holloway Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94132-9987
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May 1988
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
i 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
20 30 31

MAY 14 JASPER RIDGE AND SEARSVILLE LAKE. The Field trip
SATURBAY *o-this unique Bieolegical Preserve at Jasper Ridge
should coincide with the height of the migration
and the peak of the wildflower displays. Ve will meet at the
Stanford University Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve Main
Gate (not the Whiskey Hill Gate) at 8:00 AM. From I-280 take
the Sandhill Road exit west about two miles to a gate on the
left side of the road. Meet promptly at 8:00 AM as the gate
will be open only from 8:00-8:30. Ve will go rain or shine.
Bring lunch. A user fee of $3.00 per person is required.
The size of the group is limited to 30 s0 please call the
office (593-7368) for this RESERVATIONS ORLY field trip.

LEADER LOUISE FLETCHER

MAY 14 CALIFORNIA NATURE CONSERVANCY ANNUAL MEETING at
SATURDAY ELKHORN SLOUGH PRESERVE. Birding trips and lunch
are included in the $15.00 per person registration
fee. Call the Conservancy at 777-0487 or write them at 785
Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 before April 10.

MAY 15 PELAGIC TRIP FROM PRINCETON HARBOR. At this time

SUNDAY this trip is still tentative. Anyone who has

interest in this trip is requested to call the
office. Ve need a certain minimum number in order to hold
the fee to a reasonable level ($40-$45). Barry Sauppe and

Peter Metropulos both feel that the Forthern San Mateo coast
can produce more bird species than Monterey Bay at this time

of year. Call the office (583-7358) to show your interest.
LEADER BARRY SAUPPE
MAY 21 SAN PEDRO VALLEY COUNTY PARK FIELD TRIP. This

SATURDAY wooded park provides a variety of habitat for

migrating forest and grassland birds and the park
has been a rest stop for a number of rare warblers and
vireos is previous spring migrations. Our leader 1is one of
our most skilled birders and knows the park well. He will
scout it intensively prior to the trip to assure the maximum
enjoyment for all of us. The trip will entail some walking
along easy trails and should break up at ncon. The trip will
begin at 9:00 AM in the parking lot of the park. Take Hwy.
One to Pacifica and turn inland at Linda Mar Blvd. Follow
Linda Mar to its end and follow the signs to the park.

LEADER SCOTT SMITHSON
MAY 27 MOUNTAINS AND DESERTS FIELD TRIP. This is a short
FRIDAY version of our Death Valley trip of the past two
through years. Barring news of some extreme rarity we will
MAY 30 not actually enter Death Valley National Monument.
MONDAY Our trip will cover prime birding areas of the

Slerra passes, Mono Lake, Owens Valley and the
Vhite Mountains where rosy finches, great gray owls, sage
grouse, broad-tailed hummingbirds, chimney swifts and Lucy’s
and Virginia's warblers are resident and almost any species
can be found as a vagrant. Advance notification is required
for motel and transport arrangements. Timing is subject to
opening dates of the Sierra passes but we anticipate Friday
and Sunday nights at a motel in Lee Vining and primitive
camping at Cottonwood Canyon on Saturday. With a small group
the itinerary will be flexible to accommodate individual
schedules To do this, we must have firm reservations by
May 7. Call the leader for details, to make your
reservations or for an itinerary and checklist.

LEADER CLIFF RICHER 355-4058
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PESCADERO MARSH
(Continued from Page Cne)

The 1loss is due to a decrease in the depth of the
lagoon by more than 15 feet since 1900. The tidal
exchange necessary for proper flushing of the
lagoon is naturally prevented most of the year due
to the presence of bedrock directly wunder the
beach. According to a 1985 hydroleogy report by
UCSC Ernvironmental Geologist Dr. Robert Curry the
lack of flushing has increased due to the
construction of levees and dikes around the marsh
and logging of the watershed. The local farmers
have for many years attributed this problem to the
incomplete removal of a coffer dam used during
construction of Highway One. Doctor Curry believed
this to be a negligible factor and felt that the
major step in the restoration of the marsh is the
destruction of the levees and dikes which were
used to turn the marsh into farm land.

The state has succeeded in buying all but 20 acres
of the original marshland, enabling them to begin
restaoration. Unfortunately the destruction of
dikes and levees may cause problems in the
maintenance of neighboring farm land. At present
the state and the farmers are attempting to work
out a compromise, one which will help preserve the
ecosystem without destroying the livelihood of the
farmers.

If and when a compromise 1s reachecd, the conserva—
tion effort at Pescadero Marsh will hopefully

succeed in restoring what is left of the
ecosystem. It may even be able to enhance 1it,
making it more habitable for the dwindling
populations of +the many species the marsh
supports.

o

(Reprinted from Biology News, volume @, npumber 2,
newsletter of the Board of Studles in Biology, vc
Santa Cruz where Miss Richer is a senilor in the
Department of Bilology.?)

AUDUBON IS SERIOUS FUN

PETER A.A. BERLE

’resident, National Audubon-Society
VOLUNTEERS

There are outstanding people and progranms
throughout the National Audubon Society, and it is
our ability to tie these strengths together that
makes us such an effective conservation organiza-
tion. The 504 1local chapters are a key component
of this network. Your Audubon chapter gives you
an opportunity to meet with others 1in your
community who share your interest in wildlife and
your concern about the environment.

Can you devote an hour a month to the Audubon
Cause? An hour a week? Some part of every day?
Chapters are flexible and walcome any level of
committment. Audubon also adapts to many different

kinds of 1involvement. Would you like to help
arrange field +trips? Vrite for the newsletter?
Analyze forest management plans? Survey local
wetlands? Lobby in the state capital? Or

participate in the Birdathon?

Sequoia Audubon will appreciate whatever <time,
interests and skills you have to offer. Your
contribution will be amplified by the entire
National Audubon Society. And, while you are
helping protect wildlife, you will enjoy the

camaraderie that characterizes Audubon chapters.

TROURIL.ED IDOCENT FROGEAM
(Continued from Page Une>

schedule of lecturers and meeting halls. Sta'
Parks had expressed satisfaction with the progra
and memos from D.P.R. implied that +the program
would be continued with no changes in content.

Meetings between representatives of both groups
failed to clarify the situation although some hope
was expressed by both parties that a mutually
acceptable arrangement could be worked out. Rick
Baird, President of the P.M.I1.A. and Carol Nelson,
the District Supervisor for D.P.R., were named to
continue meetings towards this end. However, the
Association, which had been responsible for
clearing copyrights on the teaching materials and
had contracted for the teaching facilities, felt
constrained to suspend its program since they
would not be in a position to fulfill any legal
obligations they had incurred.

At issue is the degree of control that State Parks
wishes to have aover the program, the manner in
which that control is to be exercised and the
interpretation which 1is to be given to the
guidelines wunder which interpretive programs are
to be utilized.

In another, related development it was learned
that the Afio Nuevo Interpretive Association had
received a letter from D.P.R. ordering the Associ-
ation to remove 1its office trailer from the
Reserve or turn it over to the state.

SHOREBIRD CENSUSDS

The Point Reyes Bird Observatory is holding its
first census of shorebirds using the Bay's tida
flats. The census will be conducted on the thi
weekend 1in April in order to coincide with t
peak of shorebird migration.

PRBO needs volunteers in order to make this a
sSuUcCCess. Experienced observers are needed to
conduct counts of specific sites and novices are
neaeded to assist the counters. Dave Shuford and
Lynne Stenzel are coordinating the effort for
PRBO. For more information contact them at the
Point Reyes Bird Observatory, 4990 Shoreline

Highway, Stinson Beach. CA 94970 (868-1221).

BI—COLORED NEEDILES

In case your wondering why last month's NEEDLES
came to you with white outer pages and a green
insert. ..

No, we're not trying to replace the now extinct
"sporting green” pages of the San Francisco

it wasn’'t a half-hearted tribute
And no, it wasn't a nmistake

Chronicle. No,
to Saint Patrick.
(well not entirely).

When Cron’'s finished printing the NEEDLES (all on
green paper) they found that the last page hadn't
reproduced well, Since they would naot turn out a
second-rate printing Jjob they called the SAS
aoffice to advise us that there would be a delay as
they were all out of green paper. Rather than
hold up the already late newsletter or mail out an
illegible copy, Linda Kypta told them to print on
white paper.

(The Editor congratulates Linda on a wi!
declsion...but that's why we pay her the big bucks
to be our Fresident.)

PAGE FOUR




EHEOUOOTA FPATCHES

The new Sequoia Audubon Society shoulder patches
designed by Board Member Gail Smithson have become
a popular seller both at meetings and field trips.

The handsome design of a Townsend's warbler
against a background of sequoia needles and a dark
sky is eye-catching without being garish.

Patches are available at meetings, on most fileld
trips and at our office at 720 El Camino Real in
Belmont. The cost is $4.00 for each by mail.

PCIi. ADVISES DFG

Jerry Meral, Executive Director of the Planning
and Conservation League was named to a panel *to
advise the Depart-ments of Fish & Game and Water
Resources on how to reduce fish losses from State
Water Project pumps in the Delta.

SEQUOTA AUD , , 4.00 BY MAIL
Gl U Te o Ut Vo e Uo oo To o To To %% ToTo %o o To To To U o To %o To o To To %o To %o o o T To 1o 1o %o e 2o %o %o %o %
San Francisco Peninsula Birdwatching 1is Sequoia
Audubon Socilety’'s guide to birding sites in San
Francisco and San Mateo County. More +than 30
different spots are described and accompanied by
maps, directions and helpful notes about each
spot. A species index directs you to habitats for
the birds you want to see. Order one for yourself
and several as gifts! Only $6.00!
(Taxes, shipping and handling included> .
Yo U W% 1ot T %Wl 1o % Tt U bole ot % %ot %o T o s %o %o U %o 1o T T % 1o %o o To Lo e %o U 1 %o e %o % %
Also available by mail - including postage and tax
Natioral Geographi Field Guides-New Edition 16.00
Birding Northern California - Jean Richmond 12.00
Mono Lake Guidebooks 7.60
Pacific Coast Checklist-in pads of 25 2.50
¥ings Over Qur Gardens Z.00
oo oo BT W To o Yo ToTo o ToTo 0o To o 1o To s %o To %o s Wo o e To 1o W T %o T oo Uo o U To U Bo Yo %o %o % %o o Vo %
BIRDING VIDEOTAPES AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL

TECHNIQUES (QF BIRDING by Arnold Small -
VIDEC GUIDE TC EiRDS OF NORTH AMERICA -
A O O O O O O O A o B O O O o o O S O Y N A Y N S
SeQd chex s to: Sequoia Audubon
: 720 El Camino Real #4073

Felmont, Ca. 24002
RAME e
ADDRESS e
CITY oo o STATE 000 Z1F 0.0,

ALZ0 AVAILABLE AT MEETINGS AND SOME FIELD TRIPS

DON'®' T FORGET
THE VIDEO TAPES
We have birding video tapes available for rental
by the week.

TECHNIQUES (F BIRDING by Arnold Small is a primer
of birding fundamentals, espec-ially good for the
beginner, but also useful for the more experienced
birder. Small discusses binoculars and wildlife
photography as well as the "how to” aspects of
birding. Available for rental at $2.00 per week.

VIDEO GUIDE TO BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA by the
National Audubon Society covers the first third of

your field guide. It includes narrative, still
photaographs, the songs and calls and motion
pictures of the most common and most important
specles ~to be found in North America. This ie
Volume ! of an anticipated three volume videotape
caollection. It contains some songs and many views
of birds that cannot be found elsewhere. It is a
val-uable identification guide and refresher

course for birders ranging in skill from novice to

expert. Available for rental at $5.00 per week.
Call the SAS office (593-7368) for detalls as to
availability and how and when to pick up the
tapes.

HHBHARREHRBRBURURERBRBRRERRBHRRBHRRHRRRARRRERERRAEARE
One swallow does not make a summer, but one skein
of geese, cleaving the March thaw is the spring.

A chipmunk, emerging for a sunbath but finding a
blizzard, has only to go back to bed. But a migra-
ting goose, staking 200 miles of black night on
the chance of finding a hole in the lake, has »no
easy chance for retreat. His arrival carries the
conviction of a prophet who bhas Dburned his
——— Aldgo Leopold, 4 Sand County Almanac

bridges.

San Francisco
Peninsula
Birdwatching
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Mo CLLENNAN SURGERY

Bonnie McClennan, an SAS Board Member, underwent
back surgery on February 1, and at this writing is
st11l recovering at home.

Bonnie has been an active member of Sequoia
Audubon for many years, both on her own and as the
wife of "Jed" McClennan, an outstanding ex-
President of the Chapter. She was first stricken
with her current back problems before Christmas.
In a gesture typical of her consideration and
sense of responsibility, Bonnie called from the
bed +to which the doctor had confined her to
apologize for not being able to participate in the
Christmas Count.

May the good wishes of all her friends at Sequoia
Audubon speed her recovery!

NEW PARK PROPOSED
February 23, the San Mateo City Council decided to
create a new 187 acre community park at Sugarloaf

Mountain.

The oppeortunity for a Sugarloaf Park comes through

the Trust for Public Land -- a non-profit land
conservation organization headquartered - in San
Francisco. The Trust offered Sugarloaf to the

City of San Mateo for $310,000, Jjust over half of

the appraised value of $600, 000.

The Trust for Public Land 1is best known locally
for its role in the acquisition of the Cascade
Ranch property for State Parks. Some of its most
recent actions include preserving San Francisco's
Alioto Mini-park, adding to China Camp State Park
in Marin County, creating Hop Magee Creekside Park
in Danville, expanding Sugarloaf Ridge State Park
in Sonoma County and adding the 1400 acre Simon
Springs lands to the Mono Basin National Forest
Scenic Area.

Both the Trust for Public Land and the San Mateo
City Council deserve our admiration and thanks for
this latest addition to our open space resources,

BIRDATHON 88! BIRDATHON' 88

Once again a team of Sequaia Audubon Socilety
birders will embark on a BIRDATHON fund-raiser. As
has become traditional, the team will start early
in the morning, well before dawn and assumedly end
sometime around dusk. In between they will try to
identify as many different specles as possible.

You can help out by pledging a nominal amount
(from 5 cents on up)> for each species 1dentified
by the team.

This year half of the proceeds will be donated to

the Mono Lake Committee as a memorial to the late

David Gaines. Your contribution will keep his
crusade alive and help preserve this invaluable
and unique resource.

You can show your committment to SAS and your
confidence 1in the leader’'s estimate of more than
150 different birds by "pre-paying" your pledge
for 150 species.

Make all checks payable to Sequoia Audubon Society
and mail to: 720 El1 Camino Real #403
Belmont, CA 94002

CAMPERSHIP AWARD

Ecology Camp scholarship is underway. Teache
from any of the San Mateo County school syste
are eligible for a two week session at the camp on
Hog Island in Maine, at the Audubon Center in
Greenwich, Connecticut or at the Audubon Camp of
the West 1in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming.
Although the Greenwich program is especially
designed for educators, the winner may select the
camp of his or her choice. SAS will pay all camp
expenses, but the winners must provide their own
transportation.

The competition for Sequoia Audubon's 1988 Audub‘
ms

The camps are also open to all members and to the
general public for sessions of one or two weeks.
College credit is available. In Maine there are
special sessions on field ornithology; on the
maritime environment; and a special session for
children ages 10-15. Wyoming’'s speclalties are
photography and wilderness research. For a booklet
with more information contact the SAS office,
(503-7368), or Walter Smithey, (591-2501), the
chairman of SAS's Education Committee.

BRERBUBBRBRRURBBRUHRRBEBRRBBRERRRAERRRRERRHRRARRER
There 1s no scavenger that eats tin cans, and no
wild thing 1leaves a like disfigurement on the
forest floor.

-——Mary Austin, The Land of Little Rain, 1903
HERRUHRBRBERRHBRARRHRRBRREHRRARRBUERVHERERBRHRRERS

SHEARWATER TRIPS

No pelagic trips are scheduled for April. The
following are on the calendar for May.
Sunday, May 8
Monterey Bay — $42 .

Sunday, May 15
Cordell Bank & Bodega Canyon - $49

For reservations or more information, contact Debi
Shearwater at Shearwater Journeys, PO Box 1445,
Soquel, CA 95073. (408) 688-1990.

]

YES, 1 will support Sequoia Auduban Soclety and

the fight to save Mono Lake with a pledge of
per speciles.

YES, I will pre-pay my pledge based on an estimate
of at least 100 different birds being identified.

My check for $ is enclosed.

NANME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE

The BIRDATHON is — after the Christmas Count - the
largest participation event spansored by the NaFl.
Audubon Society. I wish to join in. I will sign
up pledges and conduct my Birdathon on

All honored pledges are tax—deductible.
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GARDEN WINGS

JUANITA HEINEMANN

' MAN-MADE HAZARDS

Last month we warned that some man-made nesting materilals
such as clothes dryer 1lint, fine hair-like string, cello-
phane Easter basket grass, Christmas tree tinsel or nesting
string sold in pet shops or bird supply catalogs could be
harmful or even lethal to birds.

Routine gardening chores can also be a hazard to nesting
birds. Before raking leaves, mowing, pruning or spraying,
carefully check the garden for occupied nests. Ground
nesters have been injure or killed by lawn mowers or rakes.

Nests with nestling birds have been accidentally pruned down.

Before performing these gardening chores, observe the bird
activity near the work area. Are the adult birds frequently
visiting a bush or tree? Is an adult bird trying to chase
you away from a particular tree or area? Can you hear
peeping sounds? Have the birds built nests in that bush or
tree in past years? These are all clues to an active nest
site.

Before painting or washing a building, check for swallows.
EMERGENCY CARE FOR WILD BIRDS AND MAMMALS

If despite all these precautions, accildents happen or if you
should find a foundling or injured bird there are steps you
should take.
HHBARHGRUBREUURURIRERRRIARBUBRRERRRERHRRBEREBRERERBRERTR
# FOUNDLING:
# Any bird or mammal obviously too young for self-
survival OBSERVED on the ground for 1 hour
(birds) or two or three hours (mammals)
NOT BEING FED by parents.
INJURED
Any age bird or mammal found on the ground unable
to flee due to injury, 1illness, exhaustion,
poison or gunshot.
HARRBERURABRRERHAHBRBRRURB BT B RUBRRR BB R RIRW
CALL the Humane Socilety’'s Wildlife Care Center at 340-8430.

HEEHFRERER
F oW o W o KRR

PLACE the infant or injured bird or animal in a well-
ventilated cardboard box with a 1lid. If the infant bird 1is
in a nest, 1leave it in the nest. Birds can also be placed
in a brown paper bag. Vire cages are NOT recommended for
birds. For birds, 1line the box or bag with paper towels;
and for mammals, line the box or pet carrier with string-
free towelling. Tape shut the 1id of the box or the rolled
top of the bag containing the animal or bird.

WASH HANDS thoroughly. Good hyglenic practice is advisable
after handling any wild creature.

DO NOT FEED any wild animal ANY FOOD OR LIQUID. A cold,
frightened or injured animal cannot assimilate the food and
may drown 1in the liquid.

NEVER place an animal in any type of oven to warm.

TRANSPORT WITHOUT DELAY the infant or injured animal to the
Peninsula Humane Society at 12 South Airport Boulevard in
San Mateo or to any other locatlion they may have directed
yau to.

CAUTION: Before handling any adult wild mammal or bird of

prey, phone the Humane Soclety for instructions. Deer have

very sharp hooves, other mammals have sharp teeth and claws,

birds of prey <(hawks, owls, etc.) have very sharp talons and

many water birds (herons, egrets, grebes, gulls, etc.) have
arp and powerful beaks.

tracted from Wings Over Our Gardens by Juanita Heinemann,
publ. 1985, by California Garden Clubs, Inc.)
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THE EREEDING SEASON
STEVE SCHAEFER

In birds, the urge to breed is driven by
the changing seasons. For some western
birds, the breeding season is already
well underway, as owls and hummingbirds
often begin nesting in February. Other
species are Just now returning from
their South American wintering grounds,
& won't lay eggs until May or even June.
By that time, the hummingbirds will be
bhard at work on their second brood.

In late winter, as the weather warns,
the birds begin to sing. Male birds sing
to advertise their presence. Thelr song
lets females know that they are avail-
able, & tells other males to stay away.
The males of most specles establish
breeding territories ©before finding a
mate. But in other species, such as
downy woodpeckers, a male and female
will pair early, then set up and defend
a territory together.

In most songbirds, each male has several
favorite perches from which he likes +to

sing. These are usually located near
the boundaries of his territory. A
suburban mockingbird maps out its
territory several times a day, flying
from one perch to the next, singing
constantly. A half-hour of observation
will usually reveal the territory's

extents.

The territorial and courtship displays
of birds are often visual as well as
vocal: A mourning dove bows and coos in
front of a prospective mate. A Brewer's
blackbird slowly fluffs up its feathers,
expanding like a balloon, then delivers
its wheezy, metallic call as 1t shrinks
back to normal size, An Anna's
hummingbird flies high into the sky,
then plummets straight down, nearly to
the ground, emitting a piercing whistle
as 1t drops. But even this daredevil
display can't top the pompous strutting
of a sage grouse, or the spiralling,
twittering flight of a woodcock.

As the season progresses, the signs of
breeding become more obvious. A bird
carrying a twig or a clump of grass in
its bill is a good sign that a nest |is
under construction nearby. (But not
always; some birds use nesting material
as part of their courtship display.) A
bird carrying food is an even surer sign
that breeding is under way.

Next month's column: Techniques for
locating breeding birds and their nests.

HHUHERUHERRRHRHRRH BB RRBRBBERARRERBREREH
If you want to see the ultimate in
vertebrate flexibility, you must examine
a bird's neck. More pliant than a snake,
it enables the beak to reach any part of
the body with ease & balances the whole
bird in flight. Even the stocky little
sparrow has twice as many vertebrae in
its neck as the tallest giraffe: 14 for
the sparrow, 7 for the giraffe.

-=~ Guy Murchie, Jr., Song of the Sky
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FRIENDS OF FOSTER CITY

I.ENDSE ZEUrPPORT TO

By unanimous vote, the Sequoia Board of Directors
extended its official support to the efforts of
the Friends of Foster City in the organization's
efforts to preserve the wetlands of Belmont Slough
from development as a marina.

The Board also agreed to serve as an agency for
the collection of donations to the Friends’' cause.

To contribute to the Friends aof Foster City, make
your check out to Sequoia Audubon Society but
clearly indicate somewhere on its face that it is
intended for the Friends of Foster City. Donations
made in this manner will be tax-deductible.

BYRON SHER DINNER

The Loma Prieta Chapter of the
honor Assemblyman Byron Sher,
Assembly Natural Resources Committee at their
awards dinner on Saturday, Apr. 9 at the Radisson
Inn, 1085 East El Camino Real in Sunnyvale.
are $19.00. Contact Jules Eichorn, 6 Atherwood
Place, Redwood City to make your reservations or
get more information.

Slerra Club will
the Chairman of the

L

OFFICERS:
Elected for Term Ending:

President: Linda Kypta 591-9053 June '88  Bonnie Mcllennan 344-3486
Past Pres.;  John Silliman 585-3232 Valter Swithey 591-2501
Vice-Pres.: Clitf Richer 355-4058 June '89 Rick Johnson 571-8533
Secretary: Ed Hc Elhany 343-3219 Gail Smithson 363-2725
Treasurer:  Colleen Horner 366-4282 June ‘90 Rick Baird 574-1067
Steve Schafer 689-0788
R ETETTTTITIT T i oW ot £ OO
SEQUOTA NEEDLES IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY EXCEPT JULY AND AUGUST, DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION
OF MATERIAL IS THE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH FOR INCLUSION IN THE FOLLOWING MONTH

INFORMATION FOR ALL OFFICERS AND CHAIRPERSONS --- INCLUDING EXCHANGE BULLETINS ---
SHOULD BE MAILED TO: 720 EL CAMIND REAL, SUITE 403, BELMCNT, CALIFORNIA 94002

Tickets

NATURE CONCERT
The Nature Sounds Society and the Cali~for.
Library of Natural Sounds is presenting "New Mus
with Birds, Frogs and Other Creatures’, a concert
of music and nature sounds on Saturday, April 9,

at 1:00 PM in the James Moore Theatre of the
Oakland Museum. Admission is $5. Q0.

This 1innovative presentation combines sounds from
nature with instrumental music in original works.

For more information contact Paul Matzner at the

Cakland Museum (451-3322)

MONO LAKE COMMITTEE TOURS

The Mono Lake Committee is sponsoring trips to
Bhutan in October, 1988 (33055 ,23 days) and to
Antarctica in January, 1989 ($5000/15 days). All

expenses except air fare to the
are included
deductible.

starting points
and a partion of the cost 1Is taxr-

For full
"Bhutan"

to
2719

on the tours write
c/a Mildred Bennett,

information

or "Antarctica”

Marin Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94708. Please include a
business size self-addressed stamped envelope.
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STANDING COMMITTEES:
ACR Host: John Silliman  585-3232 Field Trips: Steve Schafer 689-0788
Bird Siehtings Peter Metropulos Frogram: John $illiman 585-3232
& Christmas Count! 592-2417 Hosgitalit H Jo MeCartney 583-1308
Conservation:  Rick Johnson  571-8533 Pub 1citg
Harl Bresler  994-3587 NEEDLES £ditor:  Cliff Richer 355-4058
Finance/Budget: Rick Baird 574-1067
Keabership: SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY OFFICE 593-7368
flucation/ St Valter Saithey, SOLZS0L - Bare Bird Mlert | 800268
MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT MATERIAL TO BE PUBLISHED IN SEQUOIA NEEDLES.

THE~
MAY BE ORIGINAL ARTICLES, URIGINAL ARTWORK OR CARTOONS, OR LUNCOPYRIGHTED MATERIAL
FRON GTHER SOURCES. [TEMS DEALING WITH CURRENT CONSERVATION ISSUES MUST BE SUBNITT

TO THE CONSERVATION COMMITTEE PRIOR TO PUBLICATION.

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEEDLES SEPARATELY IS $6.00 PER YEAR.

14 yoy CHANGE YOUR NAME OR ADDRESS, send the label from a recent Audubon Magazine
wra Ber with your new nase or address to: NATIONAL AUDUBON, NEMBERSHIP DATA CENTE&
PO BOX 2086, Boulder, Co. 80322, Then, slease natify the Sequaia Audubon office
(393-7368) of the change. Be sure to give the name and address where Audubon
Hag121ne is to be delivered, This avaids duplicate listings and incorrect expiration
dates. Please send RENEWAL NEMBERSHIPS directlz to National Audubon in the envelope
accunpan¥1nq your renewal notice, LATE RENENALS should be sent through Sequaia ga

avoid a lapse in magazine or newsletter issues. The followin lication is f EW
HEHBERSHIPg anly. ! 3 aplication 1s for A

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION---SEQUGIA AUDUBON SOCIETY
Chapter Clé -- 7XCH
[ ] YES, enroll me as a member in the NATIONAL AUDUBDN SOCIETY and of ay local
§h§pter. Please send Audubon magazine and ey neabership card to the address
elaw.
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY PREFERRED
01 Individual/s30 [ 3 Family/$38 [ ] Student/$18 [ 1 Sustaining/$50
[ 1 Sentor Citizen-Individual/$21 [ 1 Senior Citizen-Fanil /423 [ ] Supportin ?5100
[ 1 Contributing/$250 ['1 Donor /%500 {1 Life/Slszo {7 Dual Llfesszooo

[ 3 MY CHECK FOR §__ IS ENCLOSED. [ 1 PLEASE BILL ME.

Please aake checks payable to the National Audubon Society and mail to:

SEQUOIA AUDUBON SOCIETY
720 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 403
BELMONT, CALIFORNIA 94002
(3415) 593°734a

TXCH

B

SEQUOIA AUDUBON SQCIETY TNON=PRUFIT URG.
720 E1 Camino Real,#403 iUS POSTAGE PAID!
Belmont, Ca. 94002 18an Mateaq, Ca.i

{tPERMIT_NOD. 2931

TIME VALUED MATERIAL'! FPLEASE DO NOT DELAY!AI
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