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BULLETIN OF SEQUo'IA AUDTj :·~\jN SOCIETY 
San lviateo, Cal iforn:i.a . . ... 

CALENDAR. OF EVENTS': ·-

There vill be no regular m~eting.~~ 
December. 

Next regular meeting uill be jariuary '12, 
1961, Thursday at 8:00 P. )!l. Washington 
School in .Burlingame, J..t tl~·is ·meeting·, 
Mr. Har.ry Campbell of Belmont· .will shcn'l 
his pictures taken-during i p~otogr~b~y 
trip to Fiji and Tahiti in ihe $outh · 
Pacific last summer. Ti~is sho~id pr()ve 
to be a scenic delight to all lovers of 
nature, so come and bring your friends. 

FIELD TIUPS 
.. :· 

· .. ~ririuaT field trip' to ··Los; Bano.s to see 
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·.",PRESIDENT Is. MESSAGE 
~ • •. 'II 

On6e again we ~~e approaching ih~- h61i~ 
day season.. Unfortunately.,. 'the inevi t-

. ab-le 11 Qhr.istmas rush". _tend_s:·to. pb.scure· .. 
the true significance of the holidays.· 
Surely the-. greatest .. joy of. th~.:·ahrist­
mas. -~easo.n .co~sists _of the for.ge;t.ting 

. ·, of. self ~11;d· the pel.ping of o,thers even 
to 11 God' s lesser creatures 11

, .• - :The annual 
national Christmas Bird Cou~t i~ a fine 
expression .0f .the true Ch~istmas .spirit. 

· ·.!f _you have never .participate._d .. in .the_ 
Christ;mas pount;_ vr}:ly no plan to do so 

· _no1r1? You don 1 ~ .haye ~:to, b~: ~n .. exp~rt, 
·an·~ you yd}l-.find._it a pl.e.as~nt ·,~nd 

Hr~ppy Holiciays to all! 

Ruth ?recke~ri~ge 

* * * . * * * * • * *.:.: *'. 
FIELD TRIP Ar LAl{E 1-!ERCED ~;.. bOT. · 29· 

·migratory wat·er- fowl,. ·. · 
Eugene ·He bbron, 'Leader. ' · · · , · A J:>e~utif~l, ;clear, vHi~m, "Indian· Summer'! 
Meet· at· Tiny's: re.staura-nt on High\-1-ay .152 <lay added to· the· en)?YU1en~·o'f'the Lake 
at '8:·)0 .A..·: M~ ·, ·\at L'os Banos. j ·Take lunch. ~Jlerc·ed .. t'rip.. · 
Dress; \nirmly~ :~ 

January 1 :, 1961 - -sunday. · ·'. 

Arinuai .. Christmas bfrd' ce·nsus. · . 
Neil Dickinson, leader, and in .charge· of 
arrangements. 
Meet at Pulgas \'later 'I'ennple ·-un .Canada 
Road, at 8':·00 ··A-.··· M.-· 

: ' 

There· \-rill be- no bird ,walks· in ·,-December . 
. . ~ 

A1 though we- miss~d- J:e·a·, 'wl-Io· was unable 
to lead' the. trip becg:use of· 'a co'ld' we 

. _appreciated the able, and ~ff'icient guid­
ance or· 'Nich~il:ks Kr·c)ll-~ "Ni.ck11 r~cr :a ·· 
condu'c-t:-ed .:11 tour 11 to. sevet.a1-' sectiobs 'of 

. Lal{e f./Ierced· where' most of us had· never 
, _bee.n p/eviously,' and-~lhere. the ·bir.ds 
, _·wi:H~e abundant and· d lo:se! 
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In the "bag" for the day's observations 
\'Tere: Coot, Rucl.dy Duck, rviallard, Ringneck 
Duck, Scaup, Pied--bill Grebe, Eared Grebe, 
Horned Grebe, Vestern Grebe, Northern 
Phalarope, Virginia Rail, American Pipit, 
Green Heron, Bonaparte Gull, Bl acl·: Phoebe, 
Audubow·Warbler, Yellow-throat, House 
Finch, Anna Hummingbird, and song sparrovr. 

. . ' ·:r. * * * . * . * * * :r- . .:;~:· ... 
. .. Novem·be.r lOth meet.i ;-o· ... ", ,· ·- .... ···~ 

The November meeting was a success both 
from the standpoint.of attendance an~ the 
quality of entertaini!lent. · · ; 

Our· pre~i~ent, R~th .Bres~e~r.idg·e. 'l.ntrci··­
duced Mr .. e.~d· M.rs .: -McQehee .a.n<f ·M·r. an:d. Mrs. 
John, Lar~en.· Mr .• Mc~Gehe~ :i!s :· otir ne\'i . 
v1arden on ,Gr_eco 'r sl.and 

1
e.1;1q !'s~rves ··und'.er 

the gene:r:a~. direction of I~ir. ~arsen," i·lho 
spend~ most 0f h:ls time ··at, the Richardson 
Bay S9:n9tu~ry,. ·. . · · .:. · 

Mr-s •.. ciea~y. very kindly. in~ited ariy · 6f 
our;member~.:wh6 wi~hed ·to ~o-so.td~visit 
the are~ ;adjo:ln~:t;J.g their h4n~, .qt ~ny: 
t~~~, . :f'9r .. ~ir_d we. tchipg .... · ~~ch .. thoughtful­
ness ~s- ~ppr~c,iated: by our·.:group _and. 
doubtless there will. be.th6se whd wiil 
avail themselves of ~hi~ opportuniiy. 

There \'Tere several pictures of donkeys, 
almost invisible under their huge burden~ 
plodding along to market. The camel \rHiS : 

much in evidence and one slide shoued a 
heard of tl'IO hundred. Mr. Hayes pointed 
out that the camel serves as a beast of 
burden, as food, as a source of leather, 
as a partner for the donkey in pulling 
the plough and is even blindfolded and 
used to draw wat~r . 

. . .. 

Pictures of Roman.·ruins ·reminded' us of 
our ·a·ncient hist.ory, and ·the. ·Tot,rer of ·the 
Lions the days of the Christian persecu­
tions. A stork's ne~st. high. on the tqp._ 
of an old Roman tm'le·r ·lerit a ·gaye·r :note. 
It seems :there ,are many storks .around 
Rabat and glor1o-us fields .of red c~·dnie s 
gro1.r1 just outside the city. ' ,-· · : ~ · 

· .\·fe .'~a~ i1jte:t:"estirig .~ s,hot~ of 'Agad.fr :~;h~re 
.thei~ug tital,wa~e s~ruck and Fez~wh~~e 
:the fine~i ,le~thei,good~ ar~ ~ade ~~~ · 
~-~firakesch where ·w.~ny F;r~nch live·- bvt 
\'lliter boys: st'ill. sel1 ... ~B.ter cdrtied.:ir: 

.· a17-imal· sk~ns and ·s'tory ·:tellers attrac·(. 
.hugl?-: crmtds.. · 

\"le \'Tant to thank l~·Ir •. Hnyc·~· for sho-..:lh1g 
us theE;Je very nrtistic and very human 
pictures. 

11 Peg" Smith -·Program Chairman 

* * * * * * * * * * 
BOAT THIP SCHEDULE6 FOR GRECO ISLAND 

Mr. Silas Hayes ;sho·~1ed his remarkable· 
slides. otBoro~co-taken in 1951 and 1953. 
They ltlere. ·t~k~n ·i·n an area 300 miles 
south and .300 m'iles north ahd east of A boat trip to. :Greco Is.la.nd .w.~s· sc'heduled 
Ca.sa -Bltinca. •. •.Hi·s. picture;s of C.c.sa. Blanca ~nd ann<?unced; but at six o 1 cl·o~k o~ the 
itself looked very modern \vi t.h ·its f'ine appointed· morriing, ·s~·nd'ay; No\ieniber:: f), 

. 'hotels· :and 'be.au:tif'u11 ·CBithe.d.rs:l ... The oshops rain \vas pouring ·do'\vn and the· '\'lind: was 
of>.:the. 'cfty ·appeared CS ,.a :c·olorful ~on- - . .bl_o~fing strongly from. one· end' ·of· th£f .. 
glomeration of pottery, bra·s·s,\'lare,·l.e~:ther .: 96U;nty_ 't-o,-the'''other'~· A =councll wa:·s .'.'. 
goods and tapestries \'lith merchants in . ,· held'by tefe:p·h.one arid it was ·"dec.id'ed 
natiVe ;dtes·s: \1ei-ghing .·a11 g,o.ods: ~o.ld~·. that it uould not be safe to ·take .:a.--·,load­

. .·~ 

· A ,glimps·e .:into, a: bake shop showed ·:g:r.~at 
loaves of· bread. stae·ke.d .on .the :floor vrai t­
ing·"·to :bs called for~ , ·It· s'ee,ms .the..· custom. 

·i·s to ·take· the dough·. to. the b~ke:r .t~ ·have 
th~·,acitu~l baking·done~: .. Sapitation .. ~id 

ed boat either through the Belmont 
Channel or int'o: .. .the comparat,iy~·ly- -'S:ha.·ilovl 
\'later off Greco Island under such stor1n'r 
condition~·: .,. ·. · · · .. ~ . - ·,• 
,' ·:I. ' • ' ~ ; '· ~ I ; 

-.~ .• - ~. -~~·; -~~~-·j.o. 

A, feN, brave ,souls arrived 'at the RedvTooci 
City 'Y~cht -Harbor a:t 7 o"clock :A •. M~· ;i 
notwithstanding the w~atheri and-we-~ll 

not appear to~ be a prime. 1 CQnsiderati~n--­
flies were ha p~{iy walking all ov~r.the 
baked goods. ~ J~nt~qv~r t9_Princ~ton and the Pillar 

·Poiht.bieakw~t~r: iri~ htd~~ ~ery rine~ 
time. 
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The rain continued until ·approximately 
8:30 A. M. and then the weather cleared 
up and eventually the sun came. out. 

We ended the day with a bird list in ex­
cess of forty species including such. 
favorites as: snowy plover, northern 
phallarope, western gteb~ 1 ·,~uddy duck~ 
black turnstone, sanderlihg White:wi-nged 
scoter, surf scoter; American ~coter, 
common loon, brown pelican, least sand­
piper, and cormorant. 

J. Ed·. (Jed) IvicClellan,. 
Field t~ip Chairman 

OUR BIRD SANCTUARIES 

In the November bulletin I misspelled the 
name of our nev1· warden. His name is 
Clifford McGehee; andheis very.much on 
the job, also a very delightft:.: ::entleman. 

On October 24th I visited all t ... -:.;e sanct­
uaries and checking their boundc..ries from 
the boat, Mr. McGehee and I drove across 
the Dumbarton Bridge and approached the 
two sanctuaries on the Alameda County 
side of the Bay b~ lan~. 

Mr.Montgomery is now assisting Mr. McGehee 
in completing the installation· of ne\1 
signs on tne sanctuarie·s. sb-·. that a11.· '·rho -
approa:ch'·the sanctuaries ·may· know that 
the ~r~~~ are reserved· as bird sanotuarien 
and·tha.t shooting is f.orbidden. 

. ~ ~ ' . 

··J. 'Ed. (J'ed) l•IcClellan, 
·conservation Chairman 

~ ' .... . ' . : ;. 
••. ;- i . ..... _ 

. ,•' 

., 

THE CHRISTMAS CENSUS 

~lhen he initiated the A11n:ual Christmas 
Census about the turn of.the ce~tur~, 
the ·late Dr. Frank Chapman of the Am~ri­
can Mu~eum of Ne:.tural History, intend~d 

it as a de_vice to help stem the appalii11; 
slaUghter of birds, both song and game, 
th~n being pursued for the pot as well 
as for sport. This innovation by Dr .. 
Chapman has been a very successful par·,_ 
of the program which has led to the ou~ 
la'ttring of pot hunting and to higher ccr 
cepts of hunting for sport. · 
Thousands of' watchers compete each Ch:r · 
mas over the United States against ~r~ 
vious counts and against each_other.· 
Ornithological values are ciaim~d fo~ 
.the count by the moz:e .. serious minded_: .to 
lend it scientific res._pectability; put 
basically it is a sport which cacises~nr 
damage to the birds •. 
Our O\'tn Crystal Springs Christma$ Censu 
"\'laS originated by the latt Jim .R~gby an 
first carried out by the San~a Clara 
Valley Audubon Society in 194"8 {112 spe 
ies noted). J~_m: ,.rery shre~ldly drew ~he 
7; 5 mile rfl,di u.J circle to encompass a:­
:·~ost every type: of habi tat-~al t marsh; 
fresh water la~es and ~arshes; homes an? 
[2.rr:1.ens; cul tix~ted areas;. high hill's 
vli 7._ .. chaparral. and meadol·ls;· redvwod fj 1 

ed .;~'"·o~1s; ocean fronts of sandy beac!-~ 
and roc~y eliffs; even Pillar Point ~ut 
ing out into the Pacific where pelagics 
are often seen. 
Since 1955 the Sequod.a· Audubon Society 
has surveyed the area ih boats, cars. anll 
a foot bringing our count·to 16' specie~ 
(1959) which ranks among the ~est ever 
recorded in the nation. ··But 1959 was e~· 
ceptional with just the right 'balance 
warm weather and storms to cause summei 
residents to linge~ while driving.in t·i 
vanguard of our "linter birds. Also t'·r 
years of drought may have had an influ 
ence in enticing unusual birds to our 
area. 
But year after year the Crystal Spring~ 
area sho.uld Y.ield. good counts if we ca· 
secure 'the; obs~rvers. 
Note: vlatch y-:'t~r feeding trays for frc. 
loading indivi .:ua.ls -who sho~ld have go~ 

south. They a_? legitimate on the cDu 
hc.iJ. Dickinson 
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BIRD t·!ATCHING IN EUROPE 

For ail of us \'Tho 'bike pleasure in bird warden 'in ·a. brovrn corduroy suit,: :\:lith 
watching· and in· field indentification of rubber boots, and carrying a short HUlk~ 
birds, the. e~jOYmE:1nt ·of any trip away ing. Stick behind his back, . \'Tho, aj_ t!lc-~n;!. 
from our· familiar nome terri tory can be speaking only Dutch, kne\'1 the En.3J.i.c::r~ 
much enhanced by "birding" as we go. names for some of.th~ birds. o:.· coulJ. ;.-· .. -

them in our books ..... He kne\·r t:w 0~ :"' .~ c: 

This ye,ar we travele:~·for eight months in well, and could locate. t-lith aJ.Urz.;.x~ -~).J..' 
our car from Gi braltet and Morocco on the i ty the wo11derfu-l,ly camouflagec1 lK ~:3 L cj: 

south to NorVTay on the· north {even round- the lapl'Tings,. oys.t.,e~ c~tch~l3. L~rt ... :< .. ~··· 
ing the North Cape 'by coastal steamer), which \'Jer<F incup~t~ng_ .eggs at t~1·· s ·.;·.; .. "'· 
starting in Februa~Y and following th~ We were thrilled· at seejng_.sP~o~~].l~~ 
spring northv1ard until ·it was mid-summer both forenoon and. after.;.oo::i. Oo: .. u!'p .. l 
in Nor\'tay,"'then doubling back into the were the o:nte:..· ~&t~l.tP. ... ,) .. J.E''?•r:ir.t)2;,C"~ r: 
high. Alpine courit}~es ·before again moving heade.d ~nd. he:.."rj':l~ :;uJ)s 3.11(~ st-= ~-~ j_1.!.-. ·: 

north throtig'h the Sl'liss Jura, 'Alsace: and (Incidental-ly- c. .. 1 -l 1 er·~;·s· ··lP·"""' r-"''-"L "'·1·,; ., o,....·:r Db • J.'"' a~··J'-·- · .... 

the Ardennes to Holland, sailing for 'home for sale at this fime of yAur :LiJ ·:"1 · 
.in late September. ·In the car- our bi- stores alo:ng \·lith he!l' s eggs. ' ~:e :~·-·; 
noculars and bird~··b:ooks, of which the many black-tailed godwits, re.l s'.e.-:.'.~:r. 
11 Field Guide to the Birds 'of ·sri tai'n and shovelJ,el!$ lin~ .:mall-ards; but, ·.;e l-.., s..., s:....· 

Europe" by Petterson et a.l ·was the most and heard skylar~~; saw t.h~. vlhe-3-·Gf'a.r .' l,. 

useful, were ·always at.·hand~, This·.field tieel, .c-oot,. sn~pe, .c~J;"l~u,. .moo:r..her·, l.i_-,<_ 

gu~de has a eheek list, and from this we. · ed.' .pl<;>ver and avocet.. Nevi .~to ~e · .. }y'j~ ·:~ 
determined 'that we= positive!~ identified the ruff, the Kentish plovt:>r ~-l~c ···,,~:.. r~- .. : 
148 species. ··~/e ·. hel.d· the advantage of ridge. In the ,dunes ;we fo' .. ·-r:.d. a ,;( .. :..; ·. c.:" 
having done· some birding by ourselves . Jackda\'lS rin a rabbit bu:ro·,J,. ft. 1"1:.: 

while on a·'sii-month trip there in 1954, -~:r quite a .day •.. ·. : .. · '· .... 
so'we start~a· ~ut l'lith a· little familiar-:··" . · .. .: . . .. •, 

!, .' j"• l 

i ty :wi ~h· E~r'opean birds, but· bird v1atch- But the mo~rt.i_sat.isfying ¢ay .o-e b·,_, <: u .. ': 
ing \'Tas al\llayn l:hcident~l: to sightseeing, ca1!1e to us on, Septem~e.r:_lo· in- L·q·' ... ·._;, .. :. _. ... ~ 
and we had• "the· ·great han'di'e·ap of having twrhen our friend, John LieftirlCk, 8~~-·· (Jt: · . 

no· pe·rson ·ti ith t.ifi ... "'ho_··kne\'1 the native: ·i::-..-..:s't.:anding---ama:teu.r Qrnithol.o.gist, .vhc l·:~~-
birds; consequently, \ve certainly ·saw been~ with .us on an. eleve,n~P.e..y; .Bir~'.: .. :f-;· .... > 
many ~1e eit.her d:i.'d not· recognize a~, dif- ·. ing; Tour in: Hexico in: l95~i, anci'w11o t.a..3 
.ferent, or which we saw· but failed to ·lived many years; in Luxe~bourg, t.bok·. us 
identify. The Euro·pean·-warblers, r·or ·· · out .. for three and .a hal·f .hours i'n. telri_. 
exam:pte", seemed ·:t,c;• us mostly impossible to tory \1ell> 'k'nOvln t·o. him.. It was' a -poor "" 
identify 'wi th1;c'ertainty ,: be'ing generally time of year for birding and )n.ot the t ~::< 
simi!'ar· ancf lacking ·the distincti.ve :mark- vrea~her ·'for. -it, yet ~n t~a.t short m0r ..... >.J.:, 
ings. and .:co1or-s that OUr \'lOOd wa·rbl.ers trip, in:··.~aried .. habi.tats., ··We Sa\'/ 42 f':-:.~r 
hav~-~ · ··:! · :_ .. : ';: ies, several of them ne\'1 to us. 

Thre.e days p··artii·cularly stand out in our 
,; ··mel'ij.orie~. One ·\'Ills a· lovely, warm day in 

February in the mountains-of .southern 
·$pain l'Ihen· \'1~ took a picnic lunch and 
spent the day birding along an unfrequent-
:ed road dug out"of the slopes ·overlooking 
trees and ~all~ys·below. The -second was 
in late April oR Texel Island off the 
~orthwest coast of ·Hol~and, where pre­
serves are maintained for bird nesting. It 
\'las a cold raw· day. ~le were conducted by a 

We had with us on this entire trip a 
couple from Chicago who kne\"1 little abot. 
birds at the start, but \'lho gained an ih 
creasing knowledge during the time aboar· 
and \'lho came to have a keen interest. It 
is likely they \·Jill neverbe able to go 
anywhere again as a tourist uithout keep 
ing their eyes open for birds along the 
\'Jay. Could they have formed a· mo~e. re­
warding habit than that? 

Mr. & Mrs. A. E. Montgomery 

rffl 


